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World's First Polymer High Strength Rubber exceeds 
performance of Natural Rubber won  

"Environmental Achievement of the Year" 

TOKYO (March 7, 2019) — Bridgestone Corporation (Bridgestone) today announced that 
Bridgestone won the “Environmental Achievement of the Year” Award for its world’s first Polymer High 
Strength Rubber (HSR) at the Tire Technology International Awards for Innovation and Excellence 
2019. 

The award-winning activity is the development of "High Strength Rubber (HSR)" announced in May 
2018.* HSR is the world's first polymer that combines rubber and resin at the molecular level and has 
strength and abrasion resistance that eclipse those of natural rubber. HSR is a promising next-
generation tire material with the potential to create tires that achieve the required levels of 
performance while using less material. It is understood to be one of the efficient solution for effective 
use of resources and reducing environmental footprints.  

The Bridgestone Group has focused on the "Environment" as one of the Priority Areas of its global 
CSR commitment Our Way to Serve. The Group employs innovation and technology for realizing a 
sustainable society by balancing operations with environment and will contribute to improving the way 
people move, live, work, and play. 
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For Immediate Release 

In the award ceremony held in Tire Technology EXPO 2019 (Germany) on March 6. 
Tardif Olivier, principal researcher, Polymer Polymerization and Catalysis Research Unit, 

Materials Research Dept., Advanced Materials Division 
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*1 Bridgestone Successfully Develops World’s First Polymer Using Advanced Synthetic Technology for 

Forming Hybrid Polymer 

https://www.bridgestone.com/corporate/news/2018062201.html 

 
About Bridgestone Corporation:  
Bridgestone Corporation, headquartered in Tokyo, is the world’s largest tire and rubber company. In 
addition to tires for use in a wide variety of applications, it also manufactures a broad range of diversified 
products, which include industrial rubber and chemical products and sporting goods. Its products are sold 
in over 150 nations and territories around the world. 
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